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SUBJECT: LARAKI VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

REF: RABAT 3307 

1. DURING A JULY 25 CALL ON HAMOUD SHOUFI, DIRECTOR OF 
AMERICAN AFFAIRS AT THE SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY, I RAISED 
THE MATTER OF SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR MOROCCO OVER THE QUESTION 
OF THE SPAINISH SHARA. SHOUFI SAID THAT HE DID NOT 

KNOW WHAT THE OFFICIAL POSITION ON THIS MATTER IS AS YET 
BUT OPINED THAT SYRIA MIGHT FIND ITSELF IN A SOMEWHAT 
DIFFICULT POSITION GIVEN ITS GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH 
SPAIN AND MOROCCO. HE ADDED THAT SYRIA, HOWEVER, WOULD 
CERTAINLY PUBLICLY SUPPORT MOROCCO BOTH BECUASE IT WAS 
AN ARAB COUNTRY AND BECAUSE MOROCCO HAD SENT TROOPS TO 
HELP SYRIA DURING THE OCTOBER WAR. SHOUFI CONTINUED THAT 
AT THE SAME TIME, SYRIA MIGHT TRY TO PLAY A MEDIATING 
ROLE BUT HE WAS NOT CERTAIN OF THIS. 

2. MEANWHILE, FROM A LOCAL NEWSPAPERWOMAN 
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I LEARNED JULY 24 THAT GENERAL ABD AL-GHANI 
IRAHIM (DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION IN THE BAATH 
REGIONAL COMMAND AND DIRECTOR OF MORAL GUIDANCE IN THE 
ARMY) HAS JUST RETURNED FROM MOROCCO WHERE HE 
WAS SENT ON A SECRET MISSION TO COORDINATE PLANNING WITH 
THE MOROCCANS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF THE DESPATCH TO MOROCCO 
OF SYRIAN TROOPS TO HELP MOROCCO FACE SPAIN IN THE 
SAHARA. THE EMBASSY SOURCE DID NOT KNOW IF A FINAL DECISION 
HAS BEEN MADE BUT ADDED THAT THERE ARE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE 
SYRIAN ARMY WHICH WOULD LIKE TO SEE SYRIA SUPPORT 
MOROCCO GIVEN MOROCCO'S SUPPORT FOR SYRIA DURING THE 
OCTOBER WAR. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH I HAVE NO WAY OF CONFIRMING 
THE REPORT IN PARA 2 ABOVE. I BELIEVE THAT SYRIA WILL 
CERTAINLY SUPPORT MOROCCO IN THE VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. WHETHER THIS SUPPORT WILL GO BEYOND WORDS REMAINS 
TO BE SEEN BUT I WOULD RULE IT OUT ENTIRELY. 
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